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Thermal conversion does not make things, it really just breaks them down. This means if you
want to make large sized chemicals or chemicals that don’t look like small pieces of lignin and
cellulose, thermal conversion cannot be the only conversion utilized or shouldn’t be the
conversion of choice. This is especially relevant with pyrolysis as the products look very much
like small pieces of cellulose and lignin.

Pyrolysis Oil is often called bio-oil. This is a silly naming convention because pyrolysis oils look
nothing like oils. They have an entirely different set of organic chemistries almost entirely the
opposite of what oils like petroleum and vegetable oil have. The name bio-oil was coined
because it was a thick, dark product that looked like oil, not because it actually was oil. Based
on that kind of logic molasses and liquid chocolate should also be call oils. At this point we are
stuck with the misleading name bio-oil, but it is important to remember it is only called oil
because of how it looks sometimes, not because it has anything in common with real oils.
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